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Little Box Sauna will be open to the public in Bloomington’s South Loop in February and March 

Join us for a sauna session at Radisson Blu Mall of America and IKEA! 
 
Come experience a new kind of public sauna in Bloomington’s South Loop!  Little Box Sauna, designed 
by MRAJ, is a “mobile hot spot” that creates a visible, small-scale space for socializing within the large 
expanse of the South Loop. The sauna is traveling through the neighborhood during the cold months of 
February and March of 2015, with one-week stops at each host’s front door to create a hub for 
socializing in ways new to our community, based on Finnish and other cultural traditions. Little Box 
Sauna supports links between businesses, visitors and residents to generate meaningful communication, 
and is an activator for changing perceptions of the South Loop’s physical space. By inhabiting open 
spaces between large structures, Little Box Sauna gives us a destination we can see and walk to, a 
stopping place between buildings and cars. Bringing in new people while celebrating those there every 
day, it acts to build density and excitement for the neighborhood and the city as a whole. 
 
Visit littleboxsauna.wordpress.com to sign up for a spot in the sauna and to learn more. 
 

 
#littleboxsauna, #mrajstudio, #southloopmn 
 
 
SCHEDULE 
Stop 1: Radisson Blu Mall of America, Sunday, February 22, to Wednesday, February 25 
Stop 2: IKEA, Friday, February 27, to Thursday, March 5 
 
 
THE DESIGNERS 
MRAJ | mrajstudio.com 
MRAJ, Molly Reichert + Andrea Johnson, is a collaborative architectural design team who share a 
passion for activating community through the construction of social art spaces. As designers, builders 
and educators, their mission is to inspire people to re-imagine their environments, and then to create that 
vision.  With experience ranging from small private to large-scale public work, MRAJ navigates the 
complex landscape of design processes, and builds consensus amongst diverse stakeholders.  Their 
clients include individuals, public agencies, businesses, nonprofits, educational institutions, and 
community organizations. 
 
Molly Reichert, Associate AIA, is an Adjunct Assistant Professor at the University of Minnesota, with a 
design practice that moves fluidly between the disciplines of architecture, art, design, and urbanism. She 
incorporates technology in both research and design practice with computational design and fabrication, 
and has several years’ experience in rough and finished carpentry. Molly was educated at Smith College 
and UC Berkeley and has taught at UC Berkeley, San Jose State, and the University of Minnesota. 
Contact: Molly Reichert, molly@mrajstudio.com, 510-289-6742 



 
Andrea J. Johnson, AIA, LEED BD+C, is an Assistant Professor in Architecture at the University of 
Minnesota with an architectural practice based in Minneapolis and New York.  Her work involves 
integrations of art and architecture, questions of language and text in spatial practices, and emerging 
technologies.  Andrea was educated at Stanford University and Columbia University, has practiced at 
Skidmore, Owings and Merrill and Fiedler Marciano, and taught previously at CUNY in New York.   
Contact: Andrea Johnson, andrea@mrajstudio.com, 320-333-8588 
 
HOSTS & SUPPORTERS 
Radisson Blu Mall of America 
As a destination itself, Radisson Blu Mall of America serves as an experience within a hotel; the hotel 
offers the only accommodations directly connected to Mall of America®, the country's largest indoor 
entertainment center and shopping mall that attracts over 40 million visitors from around the world every 
year. 
 
The hotel features 500 fashion inspired guestrooms, 26,300 square feet of meeting and event space, a 
state-of-the-art fitness center with an indoor pool, Solimar Spa, as well as FireLake Grill House & 
Cocktail Bar, which features regionally inspired cuisine that captures the flavor of real burning wood. 
 
For reservations and more information, visit www.radissonblu.com/hotel-mall-of-america or call +1 (952) 
881-5258. 
 
IKEA 
Since its 1943 founding in Sweden, IKEA has offered home furnishings of good design and function at 
low prices so the majority of people can afford them. There are currently more than 360 IKEA stores in 
46 countries, including 40 in the U.S. IKEA has been ranked in FORTUNE’s annual “100 Best 
Companies to Work For” list, Working Mother magazine’s annual list of “100 Best Companies for 
Working Mothers” and Training magazine’s annual “Top 100.” IKEA incorporates sustainability into day-
to-day business and supports initiatives that benefit children and the environment. For more news from 
IKEA, connect with us on Facebook (facebook.com/IKEAUSA) and follow us on Twitter (@IKEAUSA), 
Pinterest (http://pinterest.com/IKEAUSA/) and Instagram (Instagram.com/IKEAUSA). 
Contact: Brooke Nelson, brooke.nelson@ikea.com, 952-854-8212 x1336 
 
Bloomington Theatre and Art Center – http://www.btacmn.org  
BTAC is an independent 501(c)(3) arts nonprofit serving audiences and artists throughout the region. 
BTAC exists to enrich the cultural fabric of the communities it serves by producing high quality 
performing arts, visual arts, and arts education programs, and by welcoming and nurturing talent.   
Contact: Andrea Specht, aspecht@btacmn.org, 952-563-8745 
 
Creative Placemaking in the South Loop - http://www.btacmn.org/placemaking/  
The Little Box Sauna is one of five Creative Placemaking in the South Loop Demonstration Projects 
taking place through August 2015.  Creative Placemaking in the South Loop is an initiative of BTAC and 
the City of Bloomington. The first 18 months of the initiative are funded by an “Our Town” matching grant 
from the National Endowment for the Arts. Grant outcomes include the development of a long-term 
creative placemaking plan for the South Loop and the five demonstration projects: a creative 
placemaking charrette held in June 2014, a mural, an earth art installation, a community-based theater 
production, and a design-build mobile sauna. BTAC and the City are grateful to project partners Mall of 
America, McGough Companies, Bloomington Convention and Visitors Bureau, and others. The project is 
managed by a team of artists and planners with Creative Community Builders. 
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